Chapter XV
SOME WITS AND HUMORISTS

THE CATALOGUES of John Lane abound in Wits and
Humorists of the first water, as varied in character
and appeal as Max Beerbohm, Neil Lyons, H. H.
Munro ('Said'), G. K. Chesterton, R. M. Freeman,
Stephen Leacock, Owen Seaman, and 'a great many more
of lesser degree'. But judged purely and simply as a
humorist the greatest of these is Leacock. There is a
depth and breadth of humanity about the humour of
this learned professor of economics at the McGill Uni-
versity, a large generosity that gives him a place above
all the others. Though most of his work is in prose,
Leacock can turn a pretty enough verse when he wants to,
as witness this from his 'Moonbeams from the Larger
Lunacy': it is the poem of 'Lord Ullin's Daughter',
expressed as a problem in Trigonometry. An introduc-
tion explains the problem thus: A party of three persons,
a Scotch nobleman^ a young lady and an elderly boatman,
stand on the banks of a river (R), which, for private
reasons, they desire to cross. Their only means of
transport is a boat, of which the boatman, if squared, is
able to row at a rate proportional to the square of the
distance. The boat, however, has a leak (S), through
which a quantity of water passes sufficient to sink it
after traversing an indeterminate distance (D). Given
the square of the boatman and the mean situation of all
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